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The water cycle
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Evaporation       Precipitation      Groundwater        Condensation       

The water cycle is the way in which water moves around the earth. It never stops: the rain that has fallen 
on you recently has fallen many times before! The water cycle is vital to life – every living thing on earth 

needs water to survive. The water cycle turns salty water into fresh water, which we can drink.

Complete the sentences below using the key words and then label the diagram.

The sun heats up water in our seas and rivers. The liquid water is turned into water vapour, in a process known as 

………………………………..........   As the vapour rises into the sky, salt in the water is left behind.

As the vapour rises, it gets colder. It begins to turn back into liquid water, in the form of droplets. This is 

called ................................................. The water droplets form clouds. The clouds move with the wind and the droplets  

become bigger and heavier.

When the droplets get too big and heavy, they fall as rain, hail, snow or sleet. This is called……………………………

Water soaks deep into the ground. It's known as .................................... Some water runs into lakes, rivers and the ocean 

and the cycle starts again.
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