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. Half gone already. Half of the world's mature
forests have been removed already.

. Only10%eftin 2030. If current deforestation
rates continue, another 40% of the world's
mature forests will have been removed by 2030 -
in15 years time.

. Causes climate change. Burning of forests to
remove them has lead to increased (02
emissions and increased the rate of climate
change.

Heavy machinery can be used fo chop
down trees on a large scale.
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A farmer chops down trees with
a petrol driven chain saw.

. Deforestation s extremely rapid. An area of

rainforest the size of a footballfield is destroyed
eachsecond.

In percentage terms: Rainforests used to cover
14% of the earth but now only cover 6-7%.
Increased soll erosion. Remouing the vegetation
leadsto increased soil erosion. Some areas are
deforested for farming, the soilis washed away
by soil erosion and the farmers move on to a new
part of the forest.
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Deforestation definition:
Deforestation is when trees are lost and
not replanted. Trees are either chopped
down or burnt in a fire. This creates land
which can be used for farming or
settlements. Deforestation leads  to
increased (02 emissions which leads to
climate change.

How are trees removed?

Chop them down with chainsaws.
Chop them down with heauy
machinery.

Burn the forest down. (Easiest and
cheapest option).

Size of problem:

Half of the world's mature tropical forests
have already been removed. An estimated
8 million sq km has been chopped down or
burnt of the original 16 million sq km. At
current rates of deforestation, another 65
million sq km will have gone in the next 15
years leaving just 10% of the worlds
mature forest left.
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