Spiritual Development in RE
Spiritual development is about supporting the children to be able to develop the language to talk about life: its great times, its difficult times and times that are happening right now. To help these discussions, we have introduced to the children the language of ‘wows’ (the great times), ‘ows’ (the difficult times) and ‘nows’ (the times that are happening right now).

Spiritual development is promoted throughout the teaching and learning of RE at Holy Trinity Primary School.  Spiritual development refers to the aspects of the child’s spirit which are enhanced by school life and learning at Holy Trinity School. The ‘spiritual’ should not be confused with ‘religious’. However, our RE curriculum provides a rich platform for supporting spiritual development, by helping children to:
· understand and explore values and beliefs.  This includes beliefs of Christians, other faiths and those that are personal and relevant to them and the way in which they impact on peoples’ lives. 
· encourage pupils to reflect on their experiences as well as learn from these.
· provide opportunities to understand feelings and emotions and develop understanding and empathy.
· allow pupils to grow and flourish, respect others and be respected.
· promote teaching styles which value pupils’ questions and gives them time to reflect on their own thoughts and ideas and explore responses.
· enable pupils to make sense of what is offered to them, understand the impact and make connections that are relevant to them.
· know that spiritual development is all around us and it is what makes us who we are.
We believe that, as a Church of England School, RE should be seen as an important integrated part of our whole curriculum.  Children are taught about festivals, events, symbols and stories from Christianity and other key faiths, so that we can learn to respect one another and live together peacefully.  We encourage children to think about their own ideas and beliefs about life, and what is right and wrong, while responding sensitively to the feelings and beliefs of others.
Opportunities to explore Wows, Ows and Nows in RE could include:
	Wows
	Ows

	-Exploring all the celebrations and festivals that people experience in different faiths. 
-Life events
-Developing understanding of different beliefs and values and finding that these my align with your own values and feelings. 

	-Exploring feelings of grief and loss when thinking about losing someone. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Having different opinions or perspectives from each other when discussing different themes and learning how to cope with this understanding. 




